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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 118 


[Abstract:] Occasion of the death of Wm. Barber, Engraver. 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 


A memorandum of dates, in relation to the late William Barber Esq. Engraver of the 
Mint; and a Preamble & Resolutions on the occasion of his death, offered & adpd. by a meeting 
at the Mint, September 2, 1879. 


Mr. Barber was born in London, May 2d, 1807. He was then connected with 
establishments for manufacture of silver wares; and was employed in die-engraving, chiefly in 
connection with that branch of business. 


In September 1852, partly from a desire to better his condition, and partly from a strong 
Republican sentiment, he came to this country. For several years he was employed in New 
England. In Sept. 1865 he entered the Mint, as an assistant to Mr. Longacre, the Engraver. The 
following Preamble and Resolutions are submitted for consideration: 


Whereas, by the sovereign will of God, Mr. William Barber, Engraver of the Mint, has 
been removed by death; and we, the Officers, Clerks, and Workmen have met to express our 
sentiments & sympathy on this sad & solemn occasion. 


Resolved, that in parting with him, we lose the co-operation of an affable, active, pains- 
taking, and meritorious officers; skillful in one of the most difficult of all arts, and evincing 
progress and improvement in it continually. 


Resolved, that we sympathize with his family in their bereavement, and present them 
with a copy of these proceedings, signed by the Officers of the meeting. 


In January 1869, upon the death of Mr. Longacre, he was appointed to the position of 
Engraver of the Mint; in which he continued until death. He was therefore 72 years of age, 
although his appearance certainly did not indicate that advancement in life. He had been only 
duty here for fourteen years. 


It is not necessary here to dwell upon those personal characteristics, which made him an 
active & agreeable fellow-laborer in the important work of this Institution. Indeed, being by law 
the Engraver of dies for all the Mints, his work extended beyond our boundaries. 


